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Annual Oktoberfest
celebration brings
Bavarian tradition home

By Melanie Casey

g \u/]u’ Prost.

e in some of G:mmny s finest bier dur-
ing the installation's annual Oktoberfest celebration.
“The five-day cvent, which started Sept. 17 at the Fort
de Pavilion and ended Sunday, featured more than 20
carnival rides along with traditional German music, danc-
od and, of course, beer.
mamazed ath sz this year” sad Ramona Vazquez,

1ts
e county fair. There are different age groups and diver-
sity. I really great.”

“This marked the cighth year the festival has been held
on Fort Meade. said Beth Havlik, chief of marketing

(From left) Nica Clark, Tracy Cargle, Michael Cargle and Chelsi Cargle, 4, take a curious peek
ata group of bfighlly painted hermit crabs at the Oktoberfest celebration Friday at the Fort
avi

Meade P

and advertising for the Directorate of Family and
Morale, Welfare and Recreation at Fort Meade.

Based on beverage and canival tickel sales,
FMWR estimates more than 10,000 people attend-
ed the event, Havlik said.

rection
Carnival des beckoned both the timid and bra-
zen and included a gant slide, Ferris whecl,carousel
and Kamikize “mlc games ang for all
ages line
But for many. & ot is not a fest without food
—and Fort Meade’s celebration delivered. Colmn
candy, funnel cakes, fried Oreos and candy a
were offered alongsidetraditional German fare wch

o ddon, cnlmary b and Mamer ol i
Scholly returned to the fest this year to offer daily
cooking demonstrations.

Inside the fest tent, which was decorated in
the traditional Bavarian colors of pale blue and
white, several types of authentic German beer
were on tap.

“Sitting in the tent reminded me of an authentic
fest in Germany,” said Installation Commander
Col. Dani lay
evening. "DFMWR did a great job in bringing the
Germany experience (o us here.

The enertainment wasalso authent The Edel-

Washingt erman dance group.

event 10 offer genuine German festival fun.
New (o ths year’s celcbration was the Standort-

kommandant Cup competition, whicl
opening night. The unit with the most participa-
tion that night took home a trophy: fre use of @
picnic site at Burba Lake; free lunch coupons for
The Courses Fort Meade: coupons for firee bowling

at The Lanes; and a framed company photo for
the Wall o Fame at next year's Oktobertest. This
year’s winner was Dental Activity Fort Meade,
Tollowed by Headguarters Command.

In addition o food, fun and enter
fest offered a venue for a f
10 raise money and publ organizations.

The Fort Meade Officers’ Wives' Club's Ways
and Means committee sold hand-crafted signs to
raise money for administrative costs as well as tick-
ets 1o the group’s annual Basket Bingo cvent,
Jennifer Wilson, OWC president. “Sales are good,
she added, as daughters Avery, 4 and Mallory, 2
kept busy.

Rext door in the Enlisted Spouses’ Club tent,

C Ways and Means Chair Joleen Mitchell dis-
Lited nformation sbout the <
children an opportunity to craft a keepsake book-
mark. The Coast Guard Spouses’ Association was
on hand to distribute information as well.

A Bavarian tradition

In Bavaria, Oktoberfest is held the two weeks
prior (0 the s Sunday n October. Intaly he
event served as a celebration of the Oc
marriage of Bavarian Crown Prince Ludmg o
Princess Therese. Each year thereafter, citizens were
invited to celebrate the couple’s anniversary, and
Oktoberest s born.
to_information on www.vistawide.
com. e GhEbrion v moved ek 1o Septermber

“to allow for better weather conditions.” The annual
Munih fistivalis now the worid largst, with
morethan 16 ilion visors every

mas, wi tended another local

Oktobertest, sid the Fort Meade celébration "was
far superior. Any time our team provides an experi-
ence better than that provided by a private enter-
prise, it a job well done.”
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ABOVE: Aaron
West, of Cape St.

Claire, steadies
daughter Ollvla, 2,
as

Per mother white
anjoqu lha

at
the Oktoberioat
celebration on
Friday. More than
10,000 peoj
viited this yaar‘s
celebratio

LEFT: Dressed in
traditional

osen,
members of the
Heidi & Helmut
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moment 1o erjoy
the Oktoberfest
celebration Sat-
urday evening.

The five-day event
offered a

Bavarian food and
entertainment.
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